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An Coimisiún Pleanála 
64 Marlborough Street 
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D01 V902 
 
17th April 2026 
 
An Coimisiún Pleanála Case Reference: LH28.324153 
Cork City Council Case Reference: 2544442 
 
To whom it concerns: 
 
Please find enclosed a collation of 156 observations made in support of the appeal by Bessboro 
Mother and Baby Home Support Group (BMBHSG) against the grant by Cork City Council to Estuary 
View Enterprises 2020 Limited on 24th February 2026 of Conditional Permission for a Large-Scale 
Residential Development at a site located at Bessborough, Ballinure, Blackrock, Cork. 
 
Consistent with our aims and ethical protocols, over the past month, the Clann Project has provided 
information to people affected by Ireland’s system of institutionalisation and forced family separation 
who wish to object to the proposed development at Bessborough. Cognisant that affected people 
constitute a diverse population who remain marginalised in myriad ways, we were concerned that 
many may be unfamiliar with An Coimisiún Pleanála’s procedures and that the €50 fee may represent 
a significant barrier to engagement. We were also mindful that some people affected by Bessborough 
or related issues might not wish for their personal addresses to be published. 
 
Accordingly, to provide practical support, we facilitated a collective submission process to alleviate 
these burdens. Clann established a dedicated email address to collect observations from members 
of peer support networks for affected people. We received 157 submissions through this email 
address, 156 of which have been compiled into the attached PDF.1 Recognising the potential 
obstacles to engagement, we also provided a template to support those who wished to make a 

 
1  Please note that one potential observation was not included in this collection. The original email contained no text in 

the body of the message, and despite our efforts to contact the sender for a corrected version, we received no reply. 



submission but may have found it difficult to articulate their views. This approach helped to ensure 
that the people most affected by the proposed Bessborough development were able to express their 
objections clearly and effectively.  
 
To safeguard the integrity of the process, we did not circulate the template and dedicated email 
address to the general public. Access was instead restricted to the 5,839 members of the online peer 
support forums of Adoption Rights Alliance, the BMBHSG, the St Patrick’s Mother and Baby Home 
Support Group and the Sean Ross Abbey Mother and Baby Home Support Group. Instructions were 
provided within these forums and via a password-protected page on the Clann Project website.2  
 
The majority of the attached observations are from people directly affected by forced family separation 
and institutionalisation, many of whom have a direct link to the Bessborough Mother and Baby 
Institution. Of the 156 submissions included, four were made by family members, friends and 
supporters of affected people who wished to register their objections. These observations can be 
found at the end of the PDF, preceding the Appendix. In line with our ethical protocols, we have 
retained the names and surnames of contributors while redacting their email and postal addresses.3 
In accordance with An Coimisiún Pleanála’s submission requirements, the postal address for 
service of any further correspondence relating to these observations is c/o Clann at the 
address provided at the head of this letter. 
 
The enclosed observations reflect a shared conviction that the proposed development is wholly 
inappropriate, given the unresolved questions surrounding the burial locations of mothers and infants 
who died at Bessborough. There is deep concern among affected people and their families that the 
land has not yet been subject to a sufficiently comprehensive investigation. We urge An Coimisiún 
Pleanála to take these testimonies into account and to refuse this planning application. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Dr Claire McGettrick, born Lorraine Hughes  Dr Maeve O’Rourke 
Co-Director, Clann Project     Co-Director, Clann Project 

Senior Lecturer, 
Irish Centre for Human Rights,  
University of Galway 

 
 
 

 
2  A copy of the instructions provided to members of peer support networks is provided in the Appendix at the end of 

this document. 
3  One individual asked to remain anonymous. 



 
 
 
 
 

OBSERVATIONS FROM SURVIVORS AND AFFECTED PEOPLE 
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Information Classification - GREEN: Unrestricted 

Observation re: Large Scale Residential Development proposal, ‘The Farm’ (Cork City 
Council Planning Ref. 25/44442) at Bessborough, Ballinure, Blackrock, Cork. 
 
To whom it concerns: 
 
I am shocked and dismayed that Cork City Council granted planning permission for the 
construction of apartments, in the grounds of the former Bessborough Mother and Baby 
Home. 
 
At a time when the bodies of nearly 800 children are being disinterred in Tuam, so that 
they can finally receive a dignified burial, I cannot believe that apartments could be built 
on a site where up to 859 children may be buried, as well as 19 mothers. 
 
I was born in Bessborough in December 1962. Because my mother was unmarried, she 
was automatically deemed unfit and I was given away for adoption. I did not even know 
her name until I was nearly 30, when we were finally reunited.  
 
What happened in Bessborough has deeply aƯected both of us for life, yet we were 
relatively fortunate.  
 
This is not ‘the dark past’ for us and for thousands of others who passed through 
Bessborough, particularly for those whose infants died. 
 
I have witnessed the profound pain and grief of mothers and siblings who do not know 
where these beloved babies and children are buried. 
 
As you are aware, 923 infants died in Bessborough, according to oƯicial death records, 
yet the burial place of 859 is unknown. It is highly likely that many are buried in the 
grounds. 
 
If planning permission is approved, the message from the authorities will be painfully 
clear: The lives of those infants did not matter then and they do not matter now. 
 
I am a member of the Bessborough Mother and Baby Home Support Group, since it was 
formed in 2013. This observation is made in support of the group’s position and 
concerns regarding this development.  
 
My objection is based on the fact that we still do not know where most of the mothers 
and infants who died at Bessborough are buried. For years, families have had to live with 
the pain of not knowing the final resting place of their loved ones.  
 
There is significant uncertainty regarding the grounds at Bessborough and a full and 
proper investigation is needed to find all burial locations. The State has a responsibility 
to ensure these burials are fully identified and protected, so that the land can be 
preserved as a site of conscience.  
 

—100a—



 
Information Classification - GREEN: Unrestricted 

It is completely inappropriate to even consider building on land that contains the 
remains of women and children who were never given a proper burial or marked grave.  
 
I am strongly appealing to An Coimisiún Pleanála to refuse this planning application.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
Carmel Hayes, 
Kilkenny 

—100b—
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13 April 2026 
 
An Coimisiún Pleanála 
64 Marlborough Street 
Dublin 1, D01 V902 
Ireland 
 
An Coimisiún Pleanála Case Ref:: LH28.324153 
 
Re: Observation in Support of Appeal — Proposed Residential Development, 
Bessborough, Ballinure, Blackrock, Cork (Cork City Council Planning Ref. 25/4442) 
 
To the Board of An Coimisiún Pleanála, 
 
I am writing to submit my formal observation in support of the appeal AGAINST the granting of 
planning permission by Cork City Council to Estuary View Enterprises for the construction of 
140 residential apartments at Bessborough, Ballinure, Blackrock, Cork. 
 
My grounds for opposition are both personal and profound. This is not an abstract planning 
dispute for me — my family's story is bound up in the history of Bessborough itself. 
 
PERSONAL CONNECTION TO BESSBOROUGH 
 
My mother was born at Bessborough Mother and Baby Home. She entered the institution with 
her birth mother and spent approximately the first two and three-quarter years of her life there, 
before being taken from her birth mother and trafficked to the United States in late 1955. 
 
Given the documented mortality rates at Bessborough — where 923 children died between 
1922 and 1998, with burial records found for only 64 of them — it is not possible for my family, 
or for thousands of families like ours, to be certain that the grounds of Bessborough do not 
contain the remains of people connected to us. The whereabouts of over 859 children remain 
unknown. 
 
My mother's survival does not diminish my obligation, or my right, to stand with those whose 
children, siblings, and relatives may lie in unmarked graves on these grounds. This is personal. 
This is about truth, dignity, and the protection of the disappeared. 
 
GROUNDS FOR OBJECTION 
 
I strongly urge An Coimisiún Pleanála to refuse planning permission on the following grounds: 
 
1. Unresolved burial site — mass disappearance of children 
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An Coimisiún Pleanála and its predecessor An Bord Pleanála have refused planning permission 
for development on this site on multiple occasions since May 2021, specifically citing the 
unresolved question of children's burial grounds. A 1950 Ordnance Survey map marks an area 
of the site as a 'children's burial ground'. The Commission of Investigation into Mother and Baby 
Homes itself stated that it was 'highly likely' that burials took place on the Bessborough grounds. 
 
Nothing has materially changed to resolve this question. No full geophysical survey using 
ground-penetrating radar, electrical resistivity, or magnetometry has been completed across the 
entire grounds. To grant permission now is to repeat the same error the board has consistently 
and rightly refused to make. 
 
2. Ireland's unmet human rights obligations 
 
As noted by leading human rights academics including Dr Maeve O'Rourke, Dr Claire 
McGettrick, and Dr Máiréad Enright of the Clann Project, the State has not complied with its 
obligations under European human rights law in respect of the deaths and disappearances of 
children and women confined at Bessborough. An Coimisiún Pleanála is legally obliged to 
uphold these obligations — they cannot be delegated to a private developer through planning 
conditions. 
 
3. The Commission archive remains inaccessible 
 
The archive of the Mother and Baby Homes Commission of Investigation remains inaccessible 
to survivors, their families, and the public — including to An Coimisiún Pleanála itself and to 
Cork City Council members who voted on this application. It is unconscionable to grant planning 
permission while this evidence is sealed. 
 
4. Archaeological conditions are wholly inadequate 
 
The 70 conditions attached to the Cork City Council planning permission, including instruction to 
retain an archaeologist during works, are not a substitute for the full independent investigation 
that survivors and families have consistently called for. Excavation during construction is not 
investigation — it is destruction. Human remains should not be discovered incidentally in the 
course of demolishing agricultural buildings. They deserve to be sought with care, in advance, 
with the full involvement of survivor families. 
 
5. The entirety of the remaining grounds should be protected 
 
Of the original 210-acre Bessborough estate, approximately 150 acres have already been 
developed for housing, a hospital, offices, and a retail park. The remaining land surrounding 
Bessborough House represents the last opportunity to honour the memory of the 923 children 
who died there, the 31 women who died, and the nearly 19,000 women and children who 
passed through those gates — the majority separated from one another by force. 
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that the prohibiƟon on enforced disappearances consƟtutes customary internaƟonal law, 
binding on the State domesƟcally through ArƟcle 29.3 of Bunreacht na hÉireann.  

I also highlight the addiƟonal legal obligaƟons of the State and all state authoriƟes, in 
relaƟon to ensuring effecƟve invesƟgaƟons into credible allegaƟons of enforced 
disappearances, and the procedural obligaƟons that arise in relaƟon to the right to life, and 
related human rights, as stated in internaƟonal human rights treaƟes, and customary 
internaƟonal law.  I highlight specifically the State’s responsibility (including its procedural 
obligaƟons of effecƟve invesƟgaƟons) under the ECHR (ArƟcles 2 Right to Life), ArƟcle 3 
(ProhibiƟon of Torture), ArƟcle 5 (Right to Liberty and Security), ArƟcle 8 (Right to Private 
and Family Life), ArƟcle 13 (Right to an EffecƟve Remedy).  I highlight also the obligaƟons 
arising under the InternaƟonal Covenant on Civil and PoliƟcal Rights, (signed and raƟfied by 
Ireland), parƟcularly ArƟcle 6 (Right to Life), read alone and in conjuncƟon with ArƟcle 2 
(Right to an effecƟve remedy), and ArƟcle 24.1 (Rights of the child). Further, I highlight the 
obligaƟon arising under the United NaƟons DeclaraƟon on the ProtecƟon of all Persons from 
Enforced Disappearance, to ensure prompt, imparƟal and effecƟve invesƟgaƟons, and the 
mandated obligaƟon on the State, specifically providing that: “No measure shall be taken to 
curtail or impede the invesƟgaƟon.” (ArƟcle 13(1) 

I strongly urge you to abandon current plans for development of the site at Bessborough in 
light of the very serious legal issues highlighted above, in addiƟon to the profound effect such 
a development would have on former detainees of the Bessborough mother and baby 
insƟtuƟon, their families, and the broader community. It is crucial to engage with survivors 
and their families to ensure that any decisions made reflect sensiƟvity and a commitment to 
human rights. In parƟcular, I wish to direct your aƩenƟon to the work of groups such as JusƟce 
for Magdalenes Research and Open Heart City regarding the former Magdalene Laundry at 
Sean MacDermoƩ Street in Dublin, and the development of a NaƟonal Centre for Research 
and Remembrance there. 

Thank you for your aƩenƟon to this maƩer. I look forward to your response. 

Dr Mary Harney, VisiƟng Post-Doctoral Fellow at the Irish Centre for Human Rights, School of 
Law, University of Galway  
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Clann Project <clannproject@gmail.com>

Bessborough Development

Theresa Tinggal < Thu, Apr 16, 2026 at 3:07 PM
To: "bessborough@clannproject.org" <bessborough@clannproject.org>

I am sending this email on behalf of Adopted Illegally Ireland.
Many individuals have been impacted by institutions, and it’s important to remember that we are
united in facing these challenges together.

Yours sincerely

Theresa Tinggal
Adopted Illegally Ireland

Bessborough objection (3).docx
16K
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Observation Re Bessborough Development 

An Coimisiún Pleanála 

64 Marlborough Street 

Dublin 1 

D01 V902 

 

Re: Large Scale Residential Development proposal, ‘The Farm’ (Cork City 
Council Planning Ref. 25/44442), at Bessborough, Ballinure, Blackrock, Cork 
 

To whom it concerns: 

 

I am writing to you as a person affected by Ireland’s system of forced family separation, 

illegal adoption and institutionalisation to object to the proposed development at the 

former Mother and Baby Institution at Bessborough. This observation is made in 

support of the position and concerns of the Bessborough  

Mother and Baby Home Support Group regarding this development. 

My objection is based on the fact that we still do not know where most of the mothers 

and infants who died at Bessborough are buried. For years, families have had to live 

with the pain of not knowing the final resting place of their loved ones. There is 

significant uncertainty regarding the grounds at Bessborough and a full and proper 

investigation is needed to find all burial locations. The State has a responsibility to 

ensure these burials are fully identified“  

It’s deeply troubling that development is being considered on land where mothers and 
babies were laid to rest. Sites with such history deserve careful thought, respect, and, 

ideally, preservation as places of remembrance. We’ve seen in other cases—like the 

creation of the National September 11 Memorial & Museum in New York—that even 

highly valuable land can be set aside to honour those who suffered and to provide 

space for reflection. 

I believe this site should be approached with the same level of dignity and 

consideration, and that meaningful consultation with the community is essential before 

any decisions are made. 

For these reasons I urge An Coimisiún Pleanála to refuse this planning application. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

  

Theresa Hiney Tinggal 

Adopted Illegally Ireland 
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Clann Project <clannproject@gmail.com>

Objection to Planning Ref. 25/44442 at Bessborough, Ballinure, Blackrock, Cork.
1 message

Mary Hull < Thu, Apr 16, 2026 at 3:11 PM
To: bessborough@clannproject.org

 Large Scale Residential Development proposal, ‘The Farm’ (Cork City Council

Yours sincerely
Mary Walker

Sent from my iPhone
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Clann Project <clannproject@gmail.com>

Bessborough development
1 message

Caroline Cas < Thu, Apr 16, 2026 at 3:21 PM
To: bessborough@clannproject.org

Observation Re Bessborough Development

An Coimisiún Pleanála
64 Marlborough Street
Dublin 1
D01 V902

Re: Large Scale Residential Development proposal, ‘The Farm’ (Cork City Council
Planning Ref. 25/44442), at Bessborough, Ballinure, Blackrock, Cork

To whom it concerns:

I am writing to you as a person affected by Ireland’s system of forced family separation and institutionalisation to object to
the proposed development at the former Mother and Baby Institution at Bessborough. This observation is made in support of
the position and concerns of the Bessborough Mother and Baby Home Support Group regarding this development.

My objection is based on the fact that we still do not know where most of the mothers and infants who died at Bessborough
are buried. For years, families have had to live with the pain of not knowing the final resting place of their loved ones. There
is significant uncertainty regarding the grounds at Bessborough and a full and proper investigation is needed to find all burial
locations. The State has a responsibility to ensure these burials are fully identified and protected so that the land can be
preserved as a site of conscience.

It is completely inappropriate to even consider building on land that contains the remains of women and children who were
never given a proper burial or marked grave. For these reasons I urge An Coimisiún Pleanála to refuse this planning
application.

Yours sincerely,

Caroline Saunders
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Clann Project <clannproject@gmail.com>

Observation Re Bessborough Development
1 message

Patricia Poppitt <t Thu, Apr 16, 2026 at 3:40 PM
To: "bessborough@clannproject.org" <bessborough@clannproject.org>

To whom it concerns:

I am writing to you as a person affected by Ireland’s system of forced family separation and institutionalisation to object to
the proposed development at the former Mother and Baby Institution at Bessborough. This observation is made in support of
the position and concerns of the Bessborough Mother and Baby Home Support Group regarding this development.

My objection is based on the fact that we still do not know where most of the mothers and infants who died at Bessborough
are buried. For years, families have had to live with the pain of not knowing the final resting place of their loved ones. There
is significant uncertainty regarding the grounds at Bessborough and a full and proper investigation is needed to find all burial
locations. The State has a responsibility to ensure these burials are fully identified and protected so that the land can be
preserved as a site of conscience.

It is completely inappropriate to even consider building on land that contains the remains of women and children who were
never given a proper burial or marked grave. For these reasons I urge An Coimisiún Pleanála to refuse this planning
application.

Yours sincerely,

Patricia Poppitt (Mrs)
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Clann Project <clannproject@gmail.com>

Observation Re Bessborough Development
1 message

Arlene < Thu, Apr 16, 2026 at 3:42 PM
To: bessborough@clannproject.org

An Coimisiún Pleanála
64 Marlborough Street
Dublin 1
D01 V902

Re: Large Scale Residential Development proposal, ‘The Farm’ (Cork City Council
Planning Ref. 25/44442), at Bessborough, Ballinure, Blackrock, Cork

To whom it concerns:

I am writing to you as a person affected by Ireland’s system of forced family separation and institutionalisation to object to
the proposed development at the former Mother and Baby Institution at Bessborough. This observation is made in support of
the position and concerns of the Bessborough Mother and Baby Home Support Group regarding this development.

My objection is based on the fact that we still do not know where most of the mothers and infants who died at Bessborough
are buried. For years, families have had to live with the pain of not knowing the final resting place of their loved ones. There
is significant uncertainty regarding the grounds at Bessborough and a full and proper investigation is needed to find all burial
locations. The State has a responsibility to ensure these burials are fully identified and protected so that the land can be
preserved as a site of conscience.

It is completely inappropriate to even consider building on land that contains the remains of women and children who were
never given a proper burial or marked grave. For these reasons I urge An Coimisiún Pleanála to refuse this planning
application.

Yours sincerely,

Arlene Finnerty 
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Clann Project <clannproject@gmail.com>

Bessborough Development
1 message

Donna Duffy < Thu, Apr 16, 2026 at 3:48 PM
To: bessborough@clannproject.org

An Coimisiún Pleanála
64 Marlborough Street
Dublin 1
D01 V902

Re: Large Scale Residential Development proposal, ‘The Farm’ (Cork City Council
Planning Ref. 25/44442), at Bessborough, Ballinure, Blackrock, Cork

To whom it concerns:

I am writing to you as a person affected by Ireland’s system of forced family separation and institutionalisation to object to
the proposed development at the former Mother and Baby Institution at Bessborough. This observation is made in support of
the position and concerns of the Bessborough Mother and Baby Home Support Group regarding this development.

My objection is based on the fact that we still do not know where most of the mothers and infants who died at Bessborough
are buried. For years, families have had to live with the pain of not knowing the final resting place of their loved ones. There
is significant uncertainty regarding the grounds at Bessborough and a full and proper investigation is needed to find all burial
locations. The State has a responsibility to ensure these burials are fully identified and protected so that the land can be
preserved as a site of conscience.

It is completely inappropriate to even consider building on land that contains the remains of women and children who were
never given a proper burial or marked grave. For these reasons I urge An Coimisiún Pleanála to refuse this planning
application.

Yours sincerely,

Madonna Duffy

Formerly a child at:
St. Patrick’s Mother Baby Home 
Dublin, Ireland
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Clann Project <clannproject@gmail.com>

Large Scale Residential Development Proposal
1 message

Veronica Letsome < Thu, Apr 16, 2026 at 3:51 PM
To: bessborough@clannproject.org

Observation Re Bessborough Development

An Coimisiún Pleanála
64 Marlborough Street
Dublin 1
D01 V902

Re: Large Scale Residential Development proposal, ‘The Farm’ (Cork City Council
Planning Ref. 25/44442), at Bessborough, Ballinure, Blackrock, Cork

To whom it concerns:

I am writing to you as a person affected by Ireland’s system of forced family separation and institutionalisation to object to
the proposed development at the former Mother and Baby Institution at Bessborough. This observation is made in support of
the position and concerns of the Bessborough Mother and Baby Home Support Group regarding this development.

My objection is based on the fact that we still do not know where most of the mothers and infants who died at Bessborough
are buried. For years, families have had to live with the pain of not knowing the final resting place of their loved ones. There
is significant uncertainty regarding the grounds at Bessborough and a full and proper investigation is needed to find all burial
locations. The State has a responsibility to ensure these burials are fully identified and protected so that the land can be
preserved as a site of conscience.

It is completely inappropriate to even consider building on land that contains the remains of women and children who were
never given a proper burial or marked grave. For these reasons I urge An Coimisiún Pleanála to refuse this planning
application.

Yours faithfully

Veronica Letsome
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Clann Project <clannproject@gmail.com>

Re Proposed development
1 message

Desmond Lynch < Thu, Apr 16, 2026 at 4:30 PM
To: bessborough@clannproject.org

Dear Sirs
Havibg being adopted from Nazarath House I tptally understand why this project should not go ahead.
Bessborough should be seen in Ireland as  the Nazi concentration camps should beseen in Europe
Lest we forget
Kind regards
Desmond Lynch
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Clann Project <clannproject@gmail.com>

Observation Re Bessborough Development
1 message

Michael Mason < Thu, Apr 16, 2026 at 5:36 PM
To: "bessborough@clannproject.org" <bessborough@clannproject.org>

An Coimisiún Pleanála
64 Marlborough Street
Dublin 1
D01 V902

Re: Large Scale Residential Development proposal, ‘The Farm’ (Cork City Council
Planning Ref. 25/44442), at Bessborough, Ballinure, Blackrock, Cork

To whom it concerns:

I am writing to you as a person affected by Ireland’s system of forced family separation and
institutionalisation to object to the proposed development at the former Mother and Baby Institution at
Bessborough. This observation is made in support of the position and concerns of the Bessborough
Mother and Baby Home Support Group regarding this development.

My objection is based on the fact that we still do not know where most of the mothers and infants
who died at Bessborough are buried. For years, families have had to live with the pain of not knowing
the final resting place of their loved ones. There is significant uncertainty regarding the grounds at
Bessborough and a full and proper investigation is needed to find all burial locations. The State has a
responsibility to ensure these burials are fully identified and protected so that the land can be
preserved as a site of conscience.

It is completely inappropriate to even consider building on land that contains the remains of women
and children who were never given a proper burial or marked grave. For these reasons I urge An
Coimisiún Pleanála to refuse this planning application.

Yours sincerely,

Michael Mason. 
Born: 1969, St Patrick's Mother and Baby Home, Dublin 7. 

Sent from Outlook for iOS
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Clann Project <clannproject@gmail.com>

Large Scale Residential Development proposal, ‘The Farm’ (Cork City Council
Planning Ref. 25/44442), at Bessborough, Ballinure, Blackrock, Cork

Roy Owens < Thu, Apr 16, 2026 at 6:20 PM
To: "bessborough@clannproject.org" <bessborough@clannproject.org>

Observation Re Bessborough Development

An Coimisiún Pleanála
64 Marlborough Street
Dublin 1
D01 V902

To whom it concerns:

I am writing to you as a person affected by Ireland’s system of forced family separation and
institutionalisation to object to the proposed development at the former Mother and Baby Institution at
Bessborough. This observation is made in support of the position and concerns of the Bessborough
Mother and Baby Home Support Group regarding this development.

My objection is based on the fact that we still do not know where most of the mothers and infants
who died at Bessborough are buried. For years, families have had to live with the pain of not knowing
the final resting place of their loved ones. There is significant uncertainty regarding the grounds at
Bessborough and a full and proper investigation is needed to find all burial locations. The State has a
responsibility to ensure these burials are fully identified and protected so that the land can be
preserved as a site of conscience.

It is completely inappropriate to even consider building on land that contains the remains of women
and children who were never given a proper burial or marked grave. For these reasons I urge An
Coimisiún Pleanála to refuse this planning application.

Yours sincerely,
Roy Owens. 

Sent from Outlook for Android
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Clann Project <clannproject@gmail.com>

Bessborough
1 message

Maria Arbuckle < Thu, Apr 16, 2026 at 8:20 PM
To: bessborough@clannproject.org

To whom it concerns:

I am writing to you as a person affected by Ireland’s system of forced family separation and institutionalisation to object to
the proposed development at the former Mother and Baby Institution at Bessborough. This observation is made in support of
the position and concerns of the Bessborough Mother and Baby Home Support Group regarding this development.

My objection is based on the fact that we still do not know where most of the mothers and infants who died at Bessborough
are buried. For years, families have had to live with the pain of not knowing the final resting place of their loved ones. There
is significant uncertainty regarding the grounds at Bessborough and a full and proper investigation is needed to find all burial
locations. The State has a responsibility to ensure these burials are fully identified and protected so that the land can be
preserved as a site of conscience.

It is completely inappropriate to even consider building on land that contains the remains of women and children who were
never given a proper burial or marked grave. For these reasons I urge An Coimisiún Pleanála to refuse this planning
application.

Yours sincerely,

Maria Arbuckle 
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Clann Project <clannproject@gmail.com>

Observation re Bessborough Development
1 message

Ann Murphy < Thu, Apr 16, 2026 at 11:40 PM
To: "bessborough@clannproject.org" <bessborough@clannproject.org>

An Coimisiún Pleanála
64 Marlborough Street
Dublin 1
D01 V902

Re: Large Scale Residential Development proposal, ‘The Farm’ (Cork City Council
Planning Ref. 25/44442), at Bessborough, Ballinure, Blackrock, Cork

To whom it concerns:

I am writing to you as a person affected by Ireland’s system of forced family separation and institutionalisation to object to
the proposed development at the former Mother and Baby Institution at Bessborough. This observation is made in support of
the position and concerns of the Bessborough Mother and Baby Home Support Group regarding this development.

My objection is based on the fact that we still do not know where most of the mothers and infants who died at Bessborough
are buried. For years, families have had to live with the pain of not knowing the final resting place of their loved ones. There
is significant uncertainty regarding the grounds at Bessborough and a full and proper investigation is needed to find all burial
locations. The State has a responsibility to ensure these burials are fully identified and protected so that the land can be
preserved as a site of conscience.

It is completely inappropriate to even consider building on land that contains the remains of women and children who were
never given a proper burial or marked grave. For these reasons I urge An Coimisiún Pleanála to refuse this planning
application.

Yours sincerely,

Ann Murphy

Sent from Outlook for iOS
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Clann Project <clannproject@gmail.com>

Mother & baby institutions
1 message

Eve o Riordan < Fri, Apr 17, 2026 at 12:29 AM
To: info@clannproject.org

An Coimisiún Pleanála
64 Marlborough Street
Dublin 1
D01 V902

Re: Large Scale Residential Development proposal, ‘The Farm’ (Cork City Council
Planning Ref. 25/44442), at Bessborough, Ballinure, Blackrock, Cork

To whom it concerns:

I am writing to you as a person affected by Ireland’s system of forced family separation and institutionalisation to object to
the proposed development at the former Mother and Baby Institution at Bessborough. This observation is made in support of
the position and concerns of the Bessborough Mother and Baby Home Support Group regarding this development.

My objection is based on the fact that we still do not know where most of the mothers and infants who died at Bessborough
are buried. For years, families have had to live with the pain of not knowing the final resting place of their loved ones. There
is significant uncertainty regarding the grounds at Bessborough and a full and proper investigation is needed to find all burial
locations. The State has a responsibility to ensure these burials are fully identified and protected so that the land can be
preserved as a site of conscience.

It is completely inappropriate to even consider building on land that contains the remains of women and children who were
never given a proper burial or marked grave. For these reasons I urge An Coimisiún Pleanála to refuse this planning
application.

Yours sincerely,

Eve O' Riordan
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Clann Project <clannproject@gmail.com>

bessborough@clannproject.org Observation Re Bessborough Development An
Coimisiún Pleanála 64 Marlborough Street Dublin 1 D01 V902 Re: Large Scale
Residential Development proposal, ‘The Farm’ (Cork City Council Planning Ref.
25/44442), at Bessborough, Ballinure, Blackrock, Cork To whom it concerns: I am
writing to you as a person affected by Ireland’s system of forced family separation and
institutionalisation to object to the proposed development at the former Mother and
Baby Institution at Bessborough. This observation is made in support of the position
and concerns of the Bessborough Mother and Baby Home Support Group regarding
this development. My objection is based on the fact that we still do not know where
most of the mothers and infants who died at Bessborough are buried. For years,
families have had to live with the pain of not knowing the final resting place of their
loved ones. There is significant uncertainty regarding the grounds at Bessb

Michael Healy < Wed, Apr 15, 2026 at 8:06 PM
To: bessborough@clannproject.org

Thank you,

Michael Healy 
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Please note that due to a technical error, the text of this observation was entered into the subject line of the email rather than the body. As a 
result, the content is unintentionally truncated.

Efforts were made to contact the sender to obtain a revised version of the text; however, no updated response was received prior to the 
submission deadline. We are including the observation in its original form to ensure the sender's objection is recorded, and we ask An 
Coimisiún Pleanála to take these circumstances into account when reviewing the submission.



Clann Project <clannproject@gmail.com>

Observation Re Bessborough Development An Coimisiún Pleanála 64 Marlborough
Street Dublin 1 D01 V902 Re: Large Scale Residential Development proposal, ‘The
Farm’ (Cork City Council Planning Ref. 25/44442), at Bessborough, Ballinure,
Blackrock, Cork To whom it concerns: I am writing to you as a person affected by
Ireland’s system of forced family separation and institutionalisation to object to the
proposed development at the former Mother and Baby Institution at Bessborough.
This observation is made in support of the position and concerns of the Bessborough
Mother and Baby Home Support Group regarding this development. My objection is
based on the fact that we still do not know where most of the mothers and infants who
died at Bessborough are buried. For years, families have had to live with the pain of
not knowing the final resting place of their loved ones. There is significant uncertainty
regarding the grounds at Bessborough and a full and

sandra fox < Wed, Apr 15, 2026 at 8:32 PM
To: bessborough@clannproject.org

sandra fox
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Please note that due to a technical error, the text of this observation was entered into the subject line of the email rather than the body. As a 
result, the content is unintentionally truncated.

Efforts were made to contact the sender to obtain a revised version of the text; however, no updated response was received prior to the 
submission deadline. We are including the observation in its original form to ensure the sender's objection is recorded, and we ask An 
Coimisiún Pleanála to take these circumstances into account when reviewing the submission.



Clann Project <clannproject@gmail.com>

Large Scale Residential Development proposal, ‘The Farm’ (Cork City Council
Planning Ref. 25/44442), at Bessborough, Ballinure, Blackrock, Cork
1 message

Calum Blyth < Fri, Apr 17, 2026 at 11:53 AM
To: bessborough@clannproject.org

An Coimisiún Pleanála
64 Marlborough Street
Dublin 1
D01 V902

To whom it concerns:

I am writing to you as a person affected by Ireland’s system of forced family separation and institutionalisation to object to
the proposed development at the former Mother and Baby Institution at Bessborough. This observation is made in support of
the position and concerns of the Bessborough Mother and Baby Home Support Group regarding this development.

My objection is based on the fact that we still do not know where most of the mothers and infants who died at Bessborough
are buried. For years, families have had to live with the pain of not knowing the final resting place of their loved ones. There
is significant uncertainty regarding the grounds at Bessborough and a full and proper investigation is needed to find all burial
locations. The State has a responsibility to ensure these burials are fully identified and protected so that the land can be
preserved as a site of conscience.

It is completely inappropriate to even consider building on land that contains the remains of women and children who were
never given a proper burial or marked grave. For these reasons I urge An Coimisiún Pleanála to refuse this planning
application.

Yours sincerely,
Calum Blyth
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OBSERVATIONS FROM SUPPORTERS 



Clann Project <clannproject@gmail.com>

The Farm Bessborough
1 message

James F Jackman < Mon, Apr 13, 2026 at 7:10 PM
To: "bessborough@clannproject.org" <bessborough@clannproject.org>

An Coimisiún Pleanála
64 Marlborough Street
Dublin 1
D01 V902

Re: Large Scale Residential Development proposal, ‘The Farm’ (Cork City Council Planning
Ref. 25/44442), at Bessborough, Ballinure, Blackrock, Cork

To whom it concerns:

I am writing to you as a supporter of people affected by Ireland’s system of forced family
separation and institutionalisation to object to the proposed development at the former Mother
and Baby Institution at Bessborough. This observation is made in support of the position and
concerns of the Bessborough Mother and Baby Home Support Group regarding this
development.

My objection is based on the fact that we still do not know where most of the mothers and
infants who died at Bessborough are buried. For years, families have had to live with the pain of
not knowing the final resting place of their loved ones. There is significant uncertainty regarding
the grounds at Bessborough and a full and proper investigation is needed to find all burial
locations. The State has a responsibility to ensure these burials are fully identified and
protected so that the land can be preserved as a site of conscience.

It is completely inappropriate to even consider building on land that contains the remains of
women and children who were never given a proper burial or marked grave. For these reasons I
urge An Coimisiún Pleanála to refuse this planning application.

Yours sincerely,

James Jackman
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To whom it may concern, 
 
My name is Sean Kaluarachchi, and along with my manager Katie Doyle, I 
work in the London Irish Centre as part of the Survivors Integrated Service. 
In our work we support survivors of institutions in Ireland, and my 
particular remit is in supporting the survivors and their families of Ireland’s 
mother and baby and county homes. 
 
It has recently come to our attention as a service that Cork City Council 
have approved the construction of flats over the site of Bessborough 
House. As you will be aware, this is a site of profound historical and 
emotional significance, where approximately 900 children are known to 
have died. Of these, only 64 are recorded as having been formally buried. 
 
In our work, we directly support families who lost children in this 
institution and others like it. For many, Bessborough house remains a place 
of deep trauma, loss and unresolved grief. We therefore respectfully urge 
that full and meaningful consideration is given to the needs, experiences 
and voices of survivors and their families before any redevelopment 
proceeds. As it stands, this decision risks being perceived as deeply 
insensitive, particularly if taken without comprehensive engagement with 
those most affected and without full recognition of the site's significance.' 
We ask that Cork City Council reconsider this redevelopment and ensure 
that any future plans are informed by consultation, transparency and 
respect for those whose lives are forever connected to this place. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Sean Kaluarachchi & Katie Doyle 
Survivors Integrated Service 
London Irish Centre 
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Clann Project <clannproject@gmail.com>

Re: Large Scale Residential Development proposal, ‘The Farm’ (Cork City Council
Planning Ref. 25/44442), at Bessborough, Ballinure, Blackrock, Cork

Clare Marvier < Mon, Apr 13, 2026 at 8:07 PM
To: bessborough@clannproject.org

An Coimisiún Pleanála
64 Marlborough Street
Dublin 1
D01 V902

To whom it concern

I am writing to you as a supporter of people affected by Ireland’s system of forced family separation and
institutionalisation to object to the proposed development at the former Mother and Baby Institution at
Bessborough. This observation is made in support of the position and concerns of the Bessborough Mother and
Baby Home Support Group regarding this development.
[Quoted text hidden]
Clare Marvier
Sent from my iPhone
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Clann Project <clannproject@gmail.com>

Bessborough
1 message

allison marvier < Mon, Apr 13, 2026 at 7:30 PM
To: "bessborough@clannproject.org" <bessborough@clannproject.org>

An Coimisiún Pleanála
64 Marlborough Street
Dublin 1
D01 V902

Re: Large Scale Residential Development proposal, ‘The Farm’ (Cork City Council Planning
Ref. 25/44442), at Bessborough, Ballinure, Blackrock, Cork

To whom it concerns:

I am writing to you as a supporter of people affected by Ireland’s system of forced family
separation and institutionalisation to object to the proposed development at the former Mother
and Baby Institution at Bessborough. This observation is made in support of the position and
concerns of the Bessborough Mother and Baby Home Support Group regarding this
development.

My objection is based on the fact that we still do not know where most of the mothers and
infants who died at Bessborough are buried. For years, families have had to live with the pain of
not knowing the final resting place of their loved ones. There is significant uncertainty regarding
the grounds at Bessborough and a full and proper investigation is needed to find all burial
locations. The State has a responsibility to ensure these burials are fully identified and
protected so that the land can be preserved as a site of conscience.

It is completely inappropriate to even consider building on land that contains the remains of
women and children who were never given a proper burial or marked grave. For these reasons I
urge An Coimisiún Pleanála to refuse this planning application.

Yours sincerely,
Allison Marvier

Sent from Outlook for Android
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APPENDIX: 
 

INSTRUCTIONS PROVIDED BY THE CLANN PROJECT TO 
MEMBERS OF ONLINE PEER SUPPORT GROUPS 



MENU

 Navigate



This page provides information to affected people who wish to formally object to the proposed
development at Bessborough. We are concerned that the €50 fee and the requirement to use the An
Coimisiún Pleanála website might prove too cumbersome for many people. To simplify the process,
we have set up a dedicated email address to collate submissions (known as ʻobservationsʼ) from
members of our peer support networks. The Clann Project will then gather the emails into a collated
group of observations for submission to An Coimisiún Pleanála.

If you would like to participate, please follow these guidelines:

1. Write your observation (i.e. your reasons for objecting to the proposed development) in an
email and send it to us at bessborough@clannproject.org.

2. Please bear in mind that if you sign your name on your submission, this will be published on the
website of An Coimisiún Pleanála. We encourage anyone who is happy to sign their name to do
so, as this will strengthen your submission. We will not share anyoneʼs email address with An
Coimisiún Pleanála.

3. If you would prefer to remain anonymous, please request that we anonymise your details in the
final submission to An Coimisiún Pleanála.

4. If you would like a template email, please click this link. When you click the link, your email
client will open a pre-composed email to our dedicated email address. If the link does not work
for you, the text of the template is available below. We encourage you to amend the template as
you see fit.

Important: Please note that by sending us an email, you will be sharing your personal data with the
Clann Project, however, we will only use your information for this specific purpose, and we will delete
your email after it is sent to An Coimisiún Pleanála..



If you wish to make an observation without the Clann Projectʼs involvement, you can do so by visiting
this page on the website of An Coimisiún Pleanála: https://www.pleanala.ie/en-ie/case/324153. To
make an observation, click the link on the right hand side of the page (direct link here:
https://online.pleanala.ie/en-ie/lrd/observation?g=324153) and follow the on-screen instructions.

If the link does not work for you, the text of the template is available below:

An Coimisiún Pleanála
64 Marlborough Street
Dublin 1
D01 V902

Re: Large Scale Residential Development proposal, ʻThe Farmʼ (Cork City Council Planning Ref.
25/44442), at Bessborough, Ballinure, Blackrock, Cork

To whom it concerns:

I am writing to you as a person affected by Irelandʼs system of forced family separation and
institutionalisation to object to the proposed development at the former Mother and Baby Institution
at Bessborough. This observation is made in support of the position and concerns of the Bessborough
Mother and Baby Home Support Group regarding this development.

My objection is based on the fact that we still do not know where most of the mothers and infants who
died at Bessborough are buried. For years, families have had to live with the pain of not knowing the
final resting place of their loved ones. There is significant uncertainty regarding the grounds at
Bessborough and a full and proper investigation is needed to find all burial locations. The State has a
responsibility to ensure these burials are fully identified and protected so that the land can be
preserved as a site of conscience.

It is completely inappropriate to even consider building on land that contains the remains of women
and children who were never given a proper burial or marked grave. For these reasons I urge An
Coimisiún Pleanála to refuse this planning application.

Yours sincerely,

[Insert your name]

 


